
annual report 2016/17 



The 2016/17 season was the first year for Dennis Garnhum as the incoming Artistic Director of the 
Grand. The proudly Canadian season was crafted and planned by the outgoing Artistic Director, 
Susan Ferley, in honour of Canada’s celebration of 150 years since Confederation.

The opening event of the season was the High School Project. Susan Ferley’s final production, 
Les Misérables School Edition, was an incredible celebration of the young talent in our region. The pro-
duction showcased vocal and acting talents and enjoyed sold-out houses and standing ovations. The 
opening night included a tribute to Ferley – a wonderful acknowledgement of her 15 years of artistic 
contributions here at the Grand. 

The subscription series began with the sounds of one of Canada’s beloved musicians in the pro-
duction of Joni Mitchell: River. Three outstanding singers — Louise Pitre, Emm Gryner, and Brendan 
Wall — sang a collection of Joni’s songs accompanied by a powerful band of musicians. The message 

was clear: this year we celebrate Canada.
On the McManus Stage, Ronnie Burkett’s The 

Daisy Theatre played to sold-out houses for a two-week 
run in November. This was his first appearance at 
the Grand and audiences cheered with delight at this 
master puppeteer improvising and crafting a new 
show nightly. Due to overwhelming demand, Burkett 
returned in the 2017/18 season. 

Rod Beattie created a new one-man version of A 
Christmas Carol in another run that sold out before 
opening. It was impressive to see him change char-
acters with the turn of a head or an adjustment in his 
voice. 

December heralded the arrival of our largest pro-
duction of the season — The Wizard of Oz. Reimagined 
by director Rick Miller, the production was staged as 
if on a movie set, with the Wizard as director. This 
was an imaginative look at a beloved classic. Michelle 
Bouey starred as Dorothy and made an iconic charac-
ter feel original and fresh. And as to be expected, our 
Toto garnered much attention and delight.

The New Year began with a production of The Lion 
in Winter. Winter was warmed with the antics of royalty 
behaving badly. Featuring Stuart Hughes and Brenda 

Robins, this play, written in 1966, was a contemporary and smart look at family interaction through 
the lens of medieval royalty.

Three wonderful actors, E. B. Smith, Sam Kalilieh, and Michael Spencer-Davis shared the stage 
in the biting production of Art by Yazmina Reza. Over a 90-minute period, these three convincingly 
debated the power and need for art in our lives. 

Newfoundland theatre company, Artistic Fraud, brought its touring production of The Colony 
of Unrequited Dreams to the Grand. This play examined Newfoundland’s journey to join Canada. 

Artistic Highlights
a year in review 2016/17 Joni Mitchell: River

conceived a nd directed by allen m acinnis,  
music arr a nged by greg lowe, set a nd costume 
designer da na osborne, lighting designer  
jason h a nd, sound designer mich ael l aird.

brenda n wall

emm gryner

louise pitre



Directed by Jillian Keiley, this visually stunning production was cited as being a brilliant stage 
realization of Wayne Johnston’s wonderful novel. 

One of Canada’s most respected painters, Tom Thomson, was the focus of Colours in The 
Storm – a musical examining the life and death of Thomson. Heather Davies directed an ensemble 
of some of Canada’s finest artists exploring the delicate question of Thomson’s untimely death. 
Beautifully sung and lovely to look at – it was the perfect finale to a season with a proudly Canadian 
focus.

Special events this season included:

industry panel
Entitled Finding the Edge, this night was hosted by Actor Bruce Dow who led a conversation fea-
turing acclaimed Set Designer Bretta Gerecke, Tom Thomson Art Gallery Director and Curator 
Virginia Eichhorn, London Chef Andrew Wolwowicz, Performance Consultant Natascha Wesch, 
and entrepreneur Perry Voulgaris.  

SPRING HIGH SCHOOL PROJECT
The High School Project spring production was  
an original compilation of various scenes plucked  
from Shakespeare’s plays. Entitled Shakespeare:  
The Mixtape, the production was directed and  
compiled by Megan Watson, Artistic Associate at 
the Grand. 

Playwrights cabaret
Over two evenings, 16 ten-minute plays were per-
formed on the McManus Stage – the culmination  
of rehearsals and workshops of new work by  
local writers. 

jeans ’n classics
New to the Grand in 2016/17, Jeans ’n Classics 
celebrated its 20th anniversary with a five-con-
cert series over the course of the season. Incred-
ibly popular, this London-based and internation-
ally acclaimed series returned in 2017/18.

Much of this past year was focused on preparing 
to launch our new season. Artistic Director Dennis Garnhum and Executive Director Deb Harvey 
announced a bold new direction: world curious/london proud. With that, the Grand 
announced a number of new initiatives: compass, a new play development program; london 
proud, a community commitment encompassing three innovative projects, 100 Schools, 1000 
Seats, and the High School Project’s new partnership with Sheridan College Music Theatre 
Program; and the 2017/18 season showcasing nine plays on two stages – the largest in the theatre’s 
history.  

The Colony of Unrequited Dreams
a n artistic fr aud production, based on the novel by wayne johnston, adapted for  
the stage by robert ch afe, directed by jillia n keiley, music composed by patrick boyle. 
set designer sh awn kerwin, costume designer m arie sh arpe, lighting designer leigh  
a nn vardy, associate lighting designer k aileigh krystofiak, sound designer don ellis.

dennis garnhum  
a nd deb h arvey

carmen gr a nt as  
sheil agh fielding. 



For the 18th consecutive year, the Grand Theatre can announce a successful and positive year end 
with a surplus of $58,264, contributing to an accumulated surplus of $583,214. This is a significant 
achievement which speaks to the hard work and diligence of a very committed staff and board.

Last season, we held 213 performances and had 92,076 patrons attend the Grand Theatre during 
performances that included six Spriet Stage productions, a fall High School Project musical, five 
Jeans ’n Classics concerts, one Spriet Stage presentation, and four productions on the McManus 
Stage including the spring High School Project. 58% of our earned revenue was the result of ticket 
sales, contributing $3.6m to our budget.

community impact
The Grand prides itself on the economic impact on London and surrounding regions. This past year, 
we provided employment for 245 people and contributed over $3.9m in salaries and benefits. Of 
goods and services purchased 62% or $1.3m was spent locally, making a significant contribution to 
the local economy.

As part of our community outreach, we provided box office services for 19 local organizations, 
and 25 local companies or individuals rented our facilities including a Spriet Stage wedding and 
reception. 

The Grand donated theatre tickets to over 400 local charitable organizations. These tickets 
were used by the organizations as prizes for their fundraising events and represented a total value 
of $66,825 in donated tickets. Over 90 complimentary tickets were provided to new Canadians in 
London through our Cultural Access Pass program.

The Annual Holiday Wish for Kids performance of The Wizard of Oz welcomed over 350 children 
and families from 30 agencies across London. For many this was their first live theatre experience. 
Lobby spaces were filled with games, activities, and special treats – including a visit from St. Nick 
and Mrs. Claus!

on the stages
The highlights from the 2016/17 Season began with the 20th year of the High School Project and 
the production of Les Misérables School Edition that had one of the highest attendance records of the 
season at 91% capacity. This also marked the last High School Project directed by Susan Ferley, the 
Grand’s outgoing Artistic Director. On Opening Night, over 80 returning High School Project 
alumni gathered with the current cast and performed a special rendition of “One Day More” in 
Susan’s honour that brought the house down.

In February, Catalyst Theatre blasted onto the Spriet Stage with six performances of Vigilante 
that had 97% attendance and featured High School Project alumnus Eric Morin in one of the lead 
roles.

A newly piloted program for our youngest of audiences, StoryPlay with Kate Pinkerton, provided 
a first look at a theatre environment over the course of five Saturday mornings from January to May. 
Pre-kindergarten aged children and their caregivers enjoyed a fun, story-and-music-filled morning 
on our McManus Stage. 

operational Highlights

The Lion in Winter
by ja mes goldm a n, directed by 
krista jackson, set a nd costume 
designer sue lepage, lighting 
designer louise guina nd,  
sound designer john gzowski.

sar ah afful as al ais. top:  
brenda robins as elea nor,  
sar ah afful as al ais, ryl a n  
wilkie as rich ard lionheart,  
paolo sa ntalucia as philip,  
stuart hughes as henry ii,  
a ndre morin as john a nd  
ben sa nders as geoffrey.



the grand gala
The 43rd Annual Grand Gala, themed “Everything Starts with an Idea,” welcomed special guest, Mi-
chael Rubinoff. With the announcement of a new partnership between the High School Project and 
Sheridan Music Theatre Program and in recognition of the tremendous Broadway success of Come 
From Away that was conceived and developed at Sheridan, the Grand was thrilled to welcome Mr. Ru-
binoff and his family, friends, and colleagues. During the evening, three scholarships were presented 
to High School Project students who had been accepted to Sheridan for the fall of 2017. Thanks to the 
sponsors and attendees, the Gala raised just over $160,000 for the Make a Difference programs that 
include the High School Project and other youth initiatives. 

 
government funding
Each year, we receive generous support from the City of London, the Ontario Arts Council, and the 
Canada Council for the Arts. These government funders contributed 14% of our revenue. 

fundraising and development
The Grand Theatre’s commitment to producing leading and innovative work for our audiences while 
providing our creative teams the opportunity for artistic enrichment remains a top priority. The 
breadth of programming we offer is made possible through the generous support of exceptional 
sponsors, individuals, foundations, and corporate donors. 

The arrival of Dennis Garnhum as the new Artistic Director of the Grand brought a new vision 
for the future of the theatre. Turning vision to action required an enhanced donor program and 
increased requests for support from our sponsors and donors.

A new donor level – The Directors’ Circle – was created and the response exceeded expectations. 
Eleven Directors’ Circle members each made a commitment of $20,000 during the 2016-17 season. 

This combined commitment was leveraged further and in the spring of 2017, Helen and Andy 
Spriet announced a $1m gift to the theatre – the largest single donation in the history of the Grand. 
In recognition of this transformational contribution, the MainStage will be known as the Spriet 
Stage for the next 25 years. 

2016/17 sponsorship highlights
BMO returned as our Spriet Stage Season Sponsor. Three Spriet Stage title partners – BlueStone 
Properties, London Life, and 3M  – returned as Title Sponsors.

Western Fair District was welcomed as a new Title Sponsor of our Fall High School Project  
and joined the Thames Valley District School Board and the London District Catholic School  
Board as Program Sponsors of this one-of-a-kind Canadian theatre experience. The Grand also 
thanks two foundations for their contributions to this valued initiative: The Good Foundation  
and the Westminster College Foundation.

Libro Credit Union continued their passionate support as Lead Community Partner of our  
Make a Difference youth programming initiatives.

TD Bank’s support of Accessing the Arts, our discounted and complimentary ticket programs, 
ensured that the doors of the theatre were held wide open to welcome many new theatre patrons.

Sterling Marking Products returned as Presenting Sponsor of our Annual Grand Gala.
We were thrilled to welcome VersaBank as Presenting Sponsor of the Jeans ‘n Classics Series.
Donors and supporters generated $1,222,030 (20% of revenue) in contributions last season, 

demonstrating the exceptional support of our patrons. We thank the 952 donors who made a contri-
bution to the theatre over the course of the 2016-17 season. 

A special tribute to Susan Ferley was initiated and the 81 “Friends of Ferley” raised just over 
$14,000 in support of the High School Project. 

The Wizard of Oz
by l. fr a nk baum, with music a nd lyrics by  
h arold arlen a nd e.y. h arburg, background 
music by herbert stoth art, directed by  
rick miller, musical director rya n desouza, 
choreogr apher kerry gage, set a nd costume 
designer bill l ayton, lighting designer  
renée brode, projection designer rory  
leydier, sound designer a ndy allen. 

bruce dow as the cowardly lion.



capital projects
A leading gift of $100,000 was made by the Smith Family in honour of Don and Joan Smith, long-
time Grand Theatre supporters. This support enabled the theatre to undertake much-needed capital 
projects including: fire-retarding of the Spriet Stage curtains, repairs to the fly system, replacement 
of the Richmond Street poster windows and the addition of a front window video screen. 

In recognition of this generous contribution, the Grand hosted a special Boys and Girls Club 
celebration during the holiday production. We were delighted that so many of Don and Joan’s chil-
dren and grandchildren were able to join us as we paid tribute to the legacy and generosity of their 
parents.

compass: new play development program  
Shortly after his arrival in the Fall of 2016, Dennis presented a vision for the Grand to commission 
and produce new work on our stages. The COMPASS program was launched in November with an 
announcement of four new plays to be developed and produced by the Grand in coming years. We 
are grateful for the leading financial support of Tourism London and Carlyle Peterson llp in this 
initial stage of the COMPASS program.

in summary
The Grand Theatre is most grateful for the extraordinary commitment and outstanding work of the 
130 guest artists of our 2016-17 Season. They gave us the shows and created the magic of live theatre 
once again at the Grand. Thank you to all of the actors, designers, musicians, stage managers, and 
directors who made London home for a few weeks last season.    

To our subscribers and donors, thank you for your continued support. Theatre is only theatre 
when there is an audience, and we are very grateful for our loyal, curious, and knowledgeable the-
atre patrons. 

The Grand Theatre is the artistic heart of London and has been a signature property and leading 
cultural institution since 1901. As we move towards the Grand’s 50th anniversary as a profession-
al theatre company, the Grand Theatre team stays committed to providing London and area with 
transformative theatre experiences that connect and inspire our community. 

Art
by yasmina reza, tr a nsl ated by christopher 
h a mpton, directed by nigel sh awn willia ms, 
set designer denyse k arn, costume designer 
lisa wright, lighting designer bonnie  
beecher, sound designer verne good. 

sa m k alilieh as serge a nd e.b. smith as y va n. 
opposite: mich ael spencer-davis as m arc,  
sa m k alilieh as serge a nd e.b. smith as y va n. 



lead community partner: libro credit union   
Each year the Grand Theatre strives to inspire the next generation of creative, articulate, and re-
sponsible citizens by providing opportunities for youth in our community to discover and participate 
in the powerful medium of theatre. The financial support of Libro Credit Union is instrumental in 
helping us achieve this goal.

high school project
The High School Project offers an exceptional opportunity for students to receive education and 
training, at no charge, in the working environment of a professional theatre. 67 students from 
t vdsb, ldcsb, csviamonde, and homeschools received invaluable mentoring from theatre profes-
sionals. The Les Misérables School Edition company was made up of 17 crew, 3 student musicians, and 
47 cast members. There were 16 performances of Les Mis directed by Susan Ferley on the Spriet Stage. 

The spring High School Project was Shakespeare: The Mixtape, directed by Megan Watson and 

performed in the round on the McManus Stage. The show, created in part by the students, consisted 
of 4 crew members and 10 cast members.

The Museum London Youth Council and the Spring High School Project students participated 
in workshops on creativity and different art forms at the museum. The Youth Council also displayed 
original art in the McManus lobby during the run of the show.  

education & school trips 
A discounted group rate for students and teachers, supported by the TD Accessing the Arts Program,  
provided the opportunity to attend matinee performances on both the Spriet and McManus Stages. 

student club 
Student Club is a subsidized full-season subscription for all six Spriet Stage productions, designed  
to encourage youth engagement at the Grand. Sponsored by Lexus of London, 80 high school 
students experienced a vip evening at the theatre that included pre-show talks with guest artists 
and staff, pizza dinner donated by Domino’s, and an exclusive post-show q &a with cast and crew in 
the rehearsal hall. Enhanced funding support this season from Lexus ensured students from Youth 
Opportunities Unlimited had the opportunity to participate as well.

cave
This past season, the Grand was a site for Community Arts Venues Education, 
or cave. The cave program is part of a larger London Arts Council initiative 
called Culture Infused Learning. Over four weeks, four elementary classes 
each spent a week at the Grand. Weeks were filled with workshops led by 
Grand staff and artists about character development, Broadway choreogra-
phy, play writing, costumes, props, and poster study. The week also included a 
backstage tour, a Spriet Stage production, and the opportunity to meet actors 
and crew for an exclusive q & a . 

community 
The Grand Theatre participated in and hosted a wide variety of events for  
our community including: 

Culture Days/ Doors Open weekend. 

The Great Ghost Hunt, in partnership with Eldon House, which included ghost 
tours and haunted scenes. Approximately 40 Grand staff, volunteers, and hsp 
alumni dressed up and acted as tour guides. 

Preshow children’s activities and crafts during the run of The Wizard of Oz 
created and led by London Children’s Museum.

During several shows last season, the lobby spaces were transformed into 
galleries for community artists. Artists and galleries featured included: the 
Tom Thomson Gallery, The Arts Project, Westland Gallery, Steve Tracy, Studio 
Shim, John Schuster, Margeaux Collyer, Jesse Robertson, Michael Gibson 
Gallery, Art Gallery of Lambeth, Print London, Kevin Bice, Annemarie Plint, 
Susan Garrington, Brian Moore, John Maurer, Killbear Art Group, and Plein 
Air Art Group. In addition, Museum London hosted White Out, an event held 
as part of the run of Art. 

youth and education Make a 
Difference

Les Misérables  
School Edition
a musical by al ain boublil  
a nd cl aude-michel schönberg, 
based on the novel by victor hugo, 
directed by susa n ferley, musical 
director floydd ricketts, set  
design consulta nt bill l ayton,  
costume designer lisa wright, 
lighting designer louise guina nd, 
sound designer jim neil.

connor boa a nd colleen moodie with the ensemble.



financial statements

2016/17 season results
Total Revenues   $6,185,891
Total Expenses   $6,127,627
Season Surplus   $58,264
Accumulated Surplus   $583,214

revenues
Net Ticket Sales   58% $3,591,663
Government Grants   14% $895,950
Fundraising   20% $1,222,030
Other Revenues   8% $476,248

salaries (Permanent and Seasonal Full & Part time) 
Artistic Salaries & Fees (Guest Artists)  130 people $831,141
Production / Technical Salaries & Fees  76 people $1,656,561
Administration/Marketing/Fundraising/Operations 39 people $1,170,785
Royalties   $311,576
Total Salaries & Benefits  245 people $3,970,063

goods and services purchased:
Purchased locally  (62%)   $1,337,690
Purchased outside of region  (38%)   $819,874
Total Goods & Services   $2,157,564

selected 2016/17 statistics:  
 Productions Performances Attendance
Spriet Stage  (839 capacity)   7 172  79,524
McManus Stage  (144 capacity)   4   30  3,862
Presentations 6  11 8,690
Total  17  213 92,076

Market Value of oac and London  
Community Foundation Endowment Funds  
as at June 30, 2017   $2,873,466

as at June 30, 2017 - Interest revenues from the Endowment Funds are included in Fundraising

total annual revenues  

$1,222,030 Fundraising 20% 

$3,591,663  Net Ticket Sales 58% 

$476,248 Other Revenues 8% 

$895,950 Government Grants 14% 

colin furlong as joey sm allwood  
in the colony of unrequited dreams.



SPRIET STAGE  For their transformational gift of  
$1 million, we proudly name the beautiful proscenium 
stage in Helen and Andy Spriet’s honour. donors

Besty & Sheldon Aaron
Jane & Justin Amann
Bertha Archambault &  
Jackie Johnston
Auburn Developments 
Anne & Bruce Barran
Jim Cressman
Jacqueline Crosby &  
George Kerhoulas

Elizabeth & Allan Drewlo
Form & Build Supply Inc. 
Dennis Garnhum
Deb Harvey
Lily & Grant Hopcroft
Marilyn & Brent Kelman
Suzanne Lanthier
Cathy & Bob Lawless

Susan Nickle
Carey & Holden Rhodes
Dr. Nicole le Riche &  
Dr. John Howard
Dr. Katherine Turner
Thomas Whealy
Mark Wilton

Colours In The Storm
book, music, a nd lyrics by jim 
betts, directed by heather 
davies, musical direction  
by m arek norm a n, set design- 
er sh awn kerwin, costume 
designer jessica poirier- 
ch a ng, lighting designer 
renée brode, projection  
designer rory leydier,  
sound designer jim neil.    

jay davis as tom thomson.  
inset: jay davis as thomson, 
binaeshee-quae couchie- 
nabigon as a nnie fr aser, 
m a-a nne dionisio as winnie 
tr ainor, tim funnell as  
m artin bletcher a nd gab  
desmond as sh a nnon fr aser. 

The generosity of our Annual Donors provides vital support for the Grand Theatre’s artistic and 
youth programming. In recognition of their contributions and to enhance their experience as 
theatregoers, we provide our Annual Donors with a number of benefits, depending on the giving 
level, which include complimentary coat check and light beverages as well as exclusive invitations to 
dress rehearsals, play readings, backstage tours, receptions and more. The following made donations 
between July 1, 2016 and June 30, 2017.

GRAND VISIONARIES – DIRECTORS’ CIRCLE  ($20,000+)
Directors’ Circle members have chosen to make a pace-setting investment that will help propel the 
Grand Theatre toward its next phase of evolution into 2017/18 and beyond.  
Tom Burnett
Lynn Davis 
Dr. Deborah & Ron Koudys
Linda & Dr. Cecil Rorabeck

Debbie & Bob Schram 
Penny & Gerald Slemko
Roberta & Dr. Robert Sokol
Helen & Andy Spriet

Elaine Stalker & Jack Norman 
Susanne & Marty Thrasher
Judy White

GR AND VISIONARIES – PATRONS’ CIRCLE  ($10,000 to $19,999)
Lynne & Bill Gray Two anonymous gifts

GR AND VISIONARIES – AMBASSADORS’ CIRCLE  ($5000 to $9999)
Architects Tillmann Ruth 
Robinson 
Noreen De Shane
Dr. Jeanne Denium

Downtown London
Susan Ferley
S. Elizabeth Moore

Kathleen Murphy &  
Harry Joosten 
Susan Carlyle & Dave Southen
One anonymous gift

GR AND CHAMPIONS – LONDON PROUD CLUB  ($2500 to $4999)

GRAND SUPPORTERS – 
ASSOCIATES  
($1000 to $2499)
Gina & Ted Barber
Lina & Chris Bowden
Ken Brown
Twee & Robert Brown

Elaine Burdon-Michener  
& David Michener
Ruthe Anne &  
John Conyngham
Dr. Paul E. Cooper &  
David J. Hiebert
Murray & Lois Cummings
Jennifer Duncan

Susan & Allan Edwards
Eleanor & Arthur Ender
Ann & Bill Fleming
Marna & Paul Fujimoto-Pihl
Margaret Glover
Lisa & Gary Gorham
Jo-Anne & Richard Hammond



Caroline & Rodney Hancock
Mary Jane & Paul Harding
Maria Hauschel &  
John Besterd
Hollandia Gardens Pools  
and Spas
Ann & John Judson
Linda Ann & Gerald Killan
Vasso Papukna &  
Claude Kortas
Spencer Lanthier
Lynne & John Leitch
Dianne Lesperance
Sharon & Brian Lessard
Sandra & Don Letton
London Foods Ltd.
Andrea Lum & Witek Zaleski
Lesley MacAskill &  
Chris Jackman 
Mary-Jane & Rick Mann
Heather Manness
Lauren & Joel McLean
Mike Meddaoui
Kate Milner &  
Andrew Petrasiunas 
Larry Myny
Ina Pakkert Migneron
Franco & Dawn Paron
Matt, Jenny & Finn Parr
Dr. Janet Pope
Mark Przewieda
Linda & Bill Ross
Pam Samuels
Eleanor Schnall
Heather & Peter Scott
Anne & Tom Siess
Patricia Silverthorne
Nicole Spriet &  
Sandy Mikalachki
Kathleen & Denis Sykora
John & Shirley Vine
Mrs. & Mr. R.J. White
Jeannie & Tim Whitty
Judith & Wilson Rodger
Elene & Bernard Wolfe
Jacki Yellowlees
One anonymous gift

GRAND SUPPORTERS – 
FRIENDS 
($500 to $999)
Jill & Brian Allen
Sharon & Harold Arbuckle
Karen & Eric Auzins
Cathy & Dennis Barr
Doreen & Mike Bartlett
Terianne & David Brebner
Canadian Federation of  
University Women
Celine Chan
Maxine & William Chiu
Pat Robertson-Corner  
& Byron Corner 
Noreen & Ken Davis
Jennifer & Peter Day
Jan & Guy De Rose
Louise & Wes De Shane
Nadyne & Bob Dell
Mrs. & Mr. W.M. Dobell
Stan Fisher
Virginia Ford
Glen & Marg Gagan
Joyce Garnett
Ljuba and Bob Gerow
Gloria & Dr. Joseph Gilbert
Eva & Jim Good
Bea & Gavin Hamilton
Barbara & Paul Hebert
Barbara Hersey
Margaret & John Hewitt
Brenda Jackson
Sandy Jamieson
Glenn & Joan Johnson
T.W. Johnstone  
Company Limited
Susan and John Kennedy
Patricia Knowles
Mary Margaret &  
Gary Koreen
Marni Laporte
Catharine & Trev Luke
Liz & David Macdonald
Nora MacLeod
Sandra Maxwell &  
Hugh McArthur
Ann & Ron McClatchie

Meg McLachlin & Kevin Reilly
Margaret A. Nisbet
Susie & Larry Patrick
Norma & Jim Poel
Lili Rechnitzer
Mrs. & Dr. Paul Romanson
Michael Rubinoff
Liana Sanders
Stephen Sawchuk
Celia & Rod Silverson
Elaine & Ian Simpson
Joanne & Jack Smit
Carol Stephenson
Merle Suttie
Krys & Brian Teall
Maureen & Michael Tilson
Joan & Ross Totten
Dr. Nancy L. Tuttle
Denise & Ronald Wexler
Beth & Peter Whatmore
Cheryl & Mark Willison
Monique &  
Dr. Malcolm Wood
Five anonymous gifts

GRAND SUPPORTERS – 
SUPPORTERS 
($100 - $499)
Judy & Jack Abell
Tanya Filpcic & Joel Adams
Elena Aggelopoulos
Dr. Henry J. Albers
Ed Michniewicz
Marguerite Annen
Yvonne & Dr. Ross Archibald
Chuck Arthur
Karen & Richard Auckland
Barbara Bain
Lynne Baker
Silvia Orsini & Fraser Ball
Ilene & Brent Bamford
Mary Bancroft
Joan & Michael Bancroft
Brent Barr
Shirley Barr
Charlotte Ann Bell
Beverly & David Bell

Brenda & Kerry Benson
Jane & Don Benson
J. Auger & Don Bernachi
Gertrude & George Berringer
Ingrid & Monica Betz
Isabell & John Biehn
Vivkie & John Bisset
David Blyth
Sherri Lynn Bocchini
Douglas Bocking
William Boland
Nancy & Michael Borrie
Joan & Robert Boyce
Marjorie & Daniel Braatz
Shelley Bradford
Lynne Brandon
Betty & Bruce Brown
Mrs. & Dr. Tom Brown
Desi Brownstone &  
Kandice McKee
Alice & Phillip Bruce
Susan Bryant &  
Mike MacDonald 
Shelley & Al Bulckaert
Sharon & Bill Burns
Christine Burns
Linda & Larry Burt
Shane Butcher
M.F. Caldwell
Pamela Cameron
Madeline Campbell
Barbara Carter
Doris Casaubon
Janet & James Caskey
Janet & Jim Cassidy
Joan & Paul Cavers
C. Chamberlain & C. Bell
Sherry & Stephen Chambers
Diana & Walter Cherwaty
Robert Chiasson
Donald Chunn
Sharon & William Clarke
Nancy & Chris Cockle
Lori & Mark Cole
Eileen & Hugh John Cook
Robert Cook
Catharine Cornhill

Joyce & Kenneth Cossoy
Grace Coutinho
Joanne & Thomas Cowan
Eilene & Allan Crosier
Susan & Michael Crowley
L., R., F. & W. Cuthbert
Lori Da Silva
Sue & Christopher Dahmer
Diny & Tom Dalby
Dr. Carolyn Dalgity
Cecilia & William Davies
Muriel Dawson
Ron C. Dawson
Anne Souter &  
William Dawson 
Annette & Tyrrel De Langley
Pat Cooper-De Ryk  
& Bob De Ryk 
Joyce L. De Vecchi
Pat Delmore
Wendy Dickinson  
& Wes Kinghorn
Steve Doubt
Vicki & Gord Drimmie
Betty & Bill Duffield
Brenda & David Dunn
Mrs. & Dr. Charles Dyson
Cheryl & Ron Earnshaw
Clarice & Stan Elliott
Eleanor & Arthur Ender
Doris England
Liz & Jim Etherington
Ann Fallon
Catherine Patterson &  
James Ferguson
Linda & Louis Ferraro
Michelle Hall & Sandy Fetterly 
Jan Filman
Sabina & Irwin Finestone
Catherine Finlayson &  
James MacNeill
Linda Fischer
Charlotte Forberg
Laurie Forberg
Kathy & Tim Forristal
Dorothy & George Foster
Suzanne Fratschko Elliott
Bev & Ron Fuller

Nancy & John Fyfe-Millar  
Nadine & Gerald Gallacher
Marion Gamble
Norah Gibbons &  
Alexander Springer
Mary Gillett
Wendy Gilmour
Rigmor & Gary Glen
Joan Finegan & Mel Goodale 
Louise & Bob Gordon
Michael Grace
Jo-Ann Pearce Gramlich  
& Tom Gramlich
Jutta Lily & Heinz Gregor
Kate & Art Gutmanis
Roland Haines
Nell Haldane
Marina Hamilton
Lyndee Hansen &  
Denis Heraud
Penny Hanson &  
Peter Baldwin
Pauline & Peter Hart
Hanny & Najet Hassan
Margaret & Bruce Hastings
Margaret Hawkins
Denise Hay
Helen & George Hayman
Helena Steinmetz &  
Bruce Hewitt 
Judith & Leonard Hicken
Nancy & Martin Holmes
Margaret Howe
Constance Hueston
Gord Hume
Brenda & Morrison Hurley
Heather & Paul Huston
Patricia & Richard Hutchison
Dee Dee & Paul Ingram
Tina & Bill Jamieson
Constance Jefferess
Ann Jenkins
Jeanette & James Jenkins
Carey & Paul Jennery
Marilyn & Allan Johnson
Elana Johnson &  
Christopher Collins
Joanna Johnson



Leslie & Peter Johnson
Glenn Jones
Maureen & Shayne Kasiurak
Colton Kaufman
Heather & David Keast
Hilda & Miles Keenleyside
Danielle Kilty
Marianne & Paul Kippax
M. E. Kirk
Rose & William Klein
Kirsten Knight &  
Craig Emptage 
Jean & William Knowles
Helen & Albert Koop
Susan & John Koval
Yvonne & Bruce Lambert
Josie & Chris Lane
Sandra Langman
Donna & Ben Lansink
Farida Fareh Lascaris
Jennifer & Wayne Lawrence
Shirley & William Lawrence
S. Chitovas & R. Lawton 
Lois Leatham &  
Dr. T.R. Balakrishnan 
Mary & Skip Leatham
Heather & Michael Lerner
Fran & Steve Ligget
Julie & Leland Lockrey
Linda Lustins
Murray MacKenzie
Drs. Arlene MacDougall  
& Christopher Mackie
Johnnene Maddison
Jeff Mahoney
Suzanne Majhanovich
Hazil & Jack Malone
Sande & Gerry Marcus
Linda & Claudio Martin
Gwen McBurney
Carol & Bill McCagherty
Diane & Peter McClure
Julie & Doug McDermid
Karen McDonald
Nancy & Ian McDowell
Ann McEwan-Castellan
Ken McGuffin

Sheilanne Lindsay &  
Ian McIlraith
Nan McIntyre
C. Anne McKenzie
Nancy & Bill McKeough
Luella Barath &  
Paul McKnight  
Jackie Lautens &  
Del McLennan
Libby McMillan
Marilynne McNeil
Noreen & Howard McTaggart
Susan & Harold Merskey
Helen & Ernest Miatello
Elizabeth Mignotte
Nancy Millar
Molly & Alan Mills
Beverly & Paul Mills
Olga Minthorn
Janet Izumi &  
Keith Mochizuki 
Louise Morley
Brett Morritt
Vandana Nagpal-Shah  
& Piyush Shah
James Nagy
Barbara & Dr. Garry  
Nancekievill
Susan Nickle
Colleen O’Brien
Jozef Ociepa
Kim & Dave Ott
Deborah & Joe Owens
Cheri & David Palmer
D.E. Panabaker
Evelyn Parfitt
Sandra & Robert Pearson
John Peebles
Leslie & Jacob Peretz
Lesley & Paul Pergau
Jane & Ron Pettitt
Bonnie Pilkington
Ann Pinchin
Elizabeth Pincombe
Marg & Boris Polishuk
Nancy Poole
Roseanne & Geoff Pulford
Jan Purvis

Lisa Putman & Bruce Reed
Nancy Quinn & Jeff DeLuzio
Frank Rapski
Michael Reeve
Bonnie & Peter Regier
Judith Reid
Betsy Reilly
Frances & Alvin Reimer
Anne Reuber
Eleanore Reynolds
Gay Reynolds
Kathleen & Douglas Richards
Doris & Frank Robak
J.A. Roberton
Glenda Robinson
Judith & Wilson Rodger
Nancy & Jonathan Romsa
Trudy Roth Walker  
& Lloyd Walker
Gwen Rowse & Tony Morais
Jonas Rubinoff
Ellen & Lloyd Rubinoff
Mrs. & Dr. Ralph Ruby
Dianne & Rick Rumney
Lynda & Howard Rundle
Inge & Paul Russell
Courtney & McMichael Ruth
Sue & George Ryan
Cindi Ryde & Chris Arenburg
Elizabeth Saettler
Jeff Sage
Julia Salton
Jude & Hans Sandker
Judith Saunders
Janet & Rob Saunders
Nancy Schiefer
Henry Schindler
Margaret & Barry Scott
Carolyn & Jack Scott
Valerie & John Sharpe
Anita & Amit Shah
Margaret & Robert Shirley
Terry Sicular
Minni Singh
Shelley & Robert Siskind
Louise & Bob Slater
Kathleen & Ron Slaughter

Barbara Belbeck
Lynn Davis
Cathy & James Dunlop
Dr. Nicole Le Riche &  
Dr. John Howard

Mary & Roger Lillyman
Susan Nickle
Diane & Gary Alan Price
Glenda Robinson 

E.J. Small
Judy White
Michael Wojtak

PROSCENIUM SOCIETY 
We are deeply grateful to the compassionate individuals who have made the important  
and thoughtful decision to make a planned gift to the Grand Theatre. We honor them  
through their membership in the Proscenium Society. 

Sandra & Frank Sloan
Susan Smith-Goddard
Sandra & Jack Snelgrove
Mariann & Randy Southen
Kim & Paul Spriet
Susan Steven
Sarah Stewart
Susanne Strang
Doris Strickland
Joan & Ken Sumnall
Marjorie & Douglas Swayze
JoAnn & John Sweeny
Anna Tanguay
Dennis R. Tapp
Michelle & Vernon Taylor
Anne & Don Thede
Janice Thielenhaus
Gerard Tillmann
Diane & Jonathan Townsend
Jane Upfold
Gabe Valente
Mary Joan Vallis
Christine & Jake Van Dyk

Teresa & John Vanderhoeven
Aniko Varpalotai
Shannon Venance
Paula J. Wallis
Helen & John Walsh
Susan Yerema & Robert Ward 
Alex & Beth-Anne Wasko
Gisela Wasse
Jean & Jack Watson
Kelly & Paul Weber
Kathryn J. Weston
Margaret & Mark Whitley
Sandy & Chris Whittall
Lucy Williams
Cheryl & Mark Willison
Mike Wojtak
Philip Wong
Sharon Wright-Evans
Betty & Ralph Yates
Laurie & Paul Young
Betty Anne Younker
Ann & Orlando Zamprogna
Seventeen anonymous gifts

FOUNDATIONS
Brisson/Toal Foundation
The Good Foundation 
The Jack & Barbara Hay   
Foundation
J.P. Bickell Foundation 
Sifton Family Foundation
Westminster College  
Foundation
The United Church of  
Canada Foundation 
Mary & Norman Warner Fund

ENDOWMENTS & GIFTS 
THROUGH LONDON  
COMMUNITY  
FOUNDATION
The Barbara &  
John Cronyn Fund 
The McNee Family Fund
The Megan Holliday  
Memorial Fund 
The Richard & Beryl Ivey Fund 
The William & Katharine 
Kostuk Family Fund
The Wilson & Judith  
Rodger Fund

Hazel E. Bell
Marista Ateena Brooks  
(Mikolaski)
Robert Crawford Buck
A.M. Cuddy 
Theresa Cutler 
Helen Ann Day 

Walter R. (Wally) Duffield
Innis Hammond
Barbara Horne
Beryl Ivey
Elizabeth Ann Jones 
Myrtle McCallum 

J. Douglas McCullough
Joseph Samuels 
Donald Smith
Doris Spence 
Elizabeth Stratton

We remember the following members who have made a bequest to the theatre.  
Their legacy will help ensure that the Grand continues to flourish. 



volunteers
Isobel Anderson
Jim Anderson
Bev Arnold
Joan Arrand
Jacqueline Auger
Barbara Baillie
Sue Baker
Karin Barth
Simone Batte
Karon Belton
Don Bernachi
Joan Bolam
Linda Bradburn
Bill Bradwin
Nora Bradwin
Ken Brown
Pamela Cameron
Dorinda Campbell
Malcolm Campbell
Janet Carter
Doug Cheyne
Brab Clarke
Chantale Clarke
Elaine Clifford
Gloria Costigan
Jim Costigan
Melissa Costigan
Carolyn Cresswell
Angela Decker
Vivian Deleary
Berniece Dellow
Patrick Delmore
Infinie DesRochers
Ron Dick
Sarah Dudleigh
Mary Ebel
Beb Estey

Muriel Estey
Lisa Evans
Nancy Fazackerley
Theresa Fenik
Dale Flannigan
Louie Florentino
Pauline Foti
Isabel Frezell
Randy Fuller
Goring, Marie
Al Green
Sheila Green
Sonja Green
Diane Griffin
Marion Hall
Sue Hall-Tigert
Sharon Hallam
Donna Hammond
John Hammond
Sue Harris
Martyn Hartley
Sue Haves
Grace Heaman
Cynthia Hines
Marie Hoover
Sheila Horrell
Shirley Hotham
Shirley Houghton
Gwen Hunter
Linda Husband
Tony Huys
Shelley Irvine
Jan Irwin
Ellen James
Rebecca Jennings
Ruth Anne Joworski
Joan Kenney

Alice Kirk
Charlene Kivell
Lillian Knight
Cory Kosir
Kathryn Kozell
Mary Kroetsch
Catherine Lennox
Donna Jean  
Livingston
Joan Lobsinger
Mary Loncke
Roberna (Bobbie) 
Long
Arla Longhurst
Susan Ludlow
Dennis Lunau
Sharon Lunau
Sharanne MacDonald
Phyllis Malek
Janice Masson
Judy Maxwell
Betty Mayville
Judi McCardle
Chip McGill
Sandra McGill
Marian McIndoe
Pat McKenna
Shirley McLean
Sandra McManus
Colette McNally
Darlene Medeiros
Mina Miao
Catherine Moore
Mary Murray
Shannon Nell
Gerry Paquette
Marc Paquette
Kelly Peavoy
Suzanne Pellarin
Anne Philps
Norma Poel

Catherine Ann Powley
Patricia Pugh
Anne Ramdhan
Lorraine Richardson
Susan Robinson
Gail Rumney
Rick Rumney
Jeanette Saint
Carol Sanio
George Savage
Susan Schomburg
Kathy Selenis
Sandra Servant
Ruth-Ann Shantz
Jo-Ann Shute
Cheryl Sigfrid
Celia Silverson
Shayne Sivilotti
Pat Skidmore-Skuce
Nancy Jane Small
Marilyn Smith
Jennifer Spencer
Tom Stuart
Tony Swanson
Sophia Tacak
Renny Thomson
Beverley Topham
Bill Vandewetering
Cathy Vandewetering
Mila Vrabec
Ann Walker
Nancy Walmsley
Jane Welch
William Whitlock
Alice Whitson
Michael Whitson
Michael Wojtak
Janet Wombwell
Helen Woods
Karen Young

We would like to take this opportunity to extend a heartfelt thank you to the following volunteers 
who have so generously given their time during the 2016/17 season. Volunteers are one of the most 
important resources within our theatre. Their time, commitment, enthusiasm, and support of the 
Grand Theatre allow us to provide quality customer service to our patrons and help support every 
department in  our organization. 

Vigilante
a catalyst theatre production, book, music a nd lyrics by jonath a n christenson,  
directed by jonath a n christenson, choreogr apher l aur a krewski, set concept &  
realization jonath a n christenson & ja mes robert boudreau, costume, h air, &  
m ake-up designer narda mccarroll, lighting designer beth k ates, sound designer  
wade staples. 

ja n alex a ndr a smith with  
members of the ensemble



The Daisy Theatre
m arionette, costume a nd  
set designer ronnie burkett,  
music a nd lyrics a nd sound  
designer john alcorn, pro- 
duction m a nager/artistic  
associate terri gillis,  
stage m a nager crystal  
salverda, associate  
producer john l a mbert.

schnitzel from  
the daisy theatre.   

program sponsors and partners
Accessing the Arts  td canada trust 
Performance Hosts 
downtown london, kpmg
Student Club 
lexus of london, domino’s pizza
Wednesday Talk 
government of canada,  
seniors’ secretariat
Hotels 
delta london armouries by m arriott 
station park all suite hotel 
Transportation 
voyageur tr a nsportation services 
Audio Visual  pa shop sales & rentals 
Wine  esprit du vin
Florist  daisy flowers
Printing  sportswood printing 
Framing  fr a ming & art centre
Catering  north moore catering co.
Car Leases  m acm aster chevrolet ltd.

event sponsors and partners
Holiday Wish for Kids 
london life  
lerners llp
Industry Panel  rtr action

2017 grand gala
Presenting Sponsor 
Gold 
spriet & associates 
lerners llp
Silver  
Acur a West
arthur j. gall agher insur a nce  
a nd risk na nagement
Golden Ticket 
nash jewellers  
ch a nner’s london
Partners 
north moore catering co. 
esprit du vin 
horizon solutions 
daisy flowers
 

spriet stage  
sponsor

title sponsors

Colours in 
the Storm

WESTMINSTER COLLEGE FOUNDATION 

THE GOOD FOUNDATION

Joni Mitchell: River The Wizard of Oz

government funders

make a difference  
lead community  
partner

high school project  
title sponsor

program partners

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS AND PARTNERS



EXECUTIVE
A RTISTIC DIRECTOR
Dennis Garnhum
EXECU TIV E DIRECTOR
Deb Harvey

ARTISTIC ADMINISTRATION
EDUCATION  
COORDINATOR
Kate Pinkerton
A RTISTIC 
A DMINISTR ATOR
Cindi Ryde
A RTISTIC ASSOCIATE
Megan Watson

ADMINISTRATION
TESSIT UR A 
A DMINISTR ATOR
Britt Duncan
RECEPTION /GIFT  
CERTIFICATE 
COORDINATOR
Deb Fox
RENTA LS COORDINATOR
Karen Killeen
IT DIRECTOR
Barb Whang

BUILDING 
MAINTENANCE
BUILDING M A NAGER
Tim Whitty
BUILDING CONSULTA NT
Ed Laporte

HOUSEKEEPERS
Tyler Gover
Patricia Sexsmith
Aaron Simmons

SECURITY
Chris Arenburg
Shannon Brooks
Denis Héraud
John Whitty
John Wilkins

DEVELOPMENT
DIRECTOR
Suzanne Lanthier
DEV ELOPMENT OFFICER
Nora MacLeod

FINANCE
DIRECTOR
Jackie Johnston
FINA NCE ASSOCIATE
Sue Ryan

MARKETING
DIRECTOR
Liana Sanders
ASSISTA NT FRONT OF 
HOUSE M A NAGER 
Jenn Duncan
SA LES A ND  
PA RTNERSHIPS M A NAGER
Monica Hodgson
M A RKETING ASSOCIATE
Emily Joosten
M A RKETING 
COORDINATOR
Colton Kaufman
FRONT OF HOUSE 
M A NAGER/PATRON 
SERVICES
Andrew Kitt
COMMUNICATIONS 
M A NAGER
Kate Rapson
BOX OFFICE M A NAGER
Cheryl Willison

AUDIENCE SERVICES 
REPRESENTATIVES
Jake Dunbar
Norah Gibbons
Denise Hay
Laura Martineau
Karen McDonald

PATRON SERVICES 
REPRESENTATIVES
Steven Allen
Ian Badger
Jake Dunbar
Rachel Lane
Ashton Otten
Kyle Perritt

PRODUCTION
PRODUCTION M A NAGER 
Lyndee Hansen
TECHNICA L DIRECTOR
Paul Fujimoto-Pihl

A PPRENTICE TECHNICA L 
DIRECTOR
Luke Crawford
McM A NUS HOUSE 
TECHNICIA N
Stephen Mitchell
PRODUCTION DRIV ER
Heather Sinclair

PROPERTIES
HEA D OF PROPS
Natalie Kearns
PROPS BUILDER/BU Y ER
Natalie Tsang

WARDROBE
HEA D OF WA RDROBE
Lisa Wright
ASSISTA NT TO THE  
HEA D OF WA RDROBE
Elaine Ball
CU T TER
Kathryn Sherwin
FIRST H A ND
Julia Nelham
WA RDROBE A PPRENTICE
Hannah Blanshard

SET CONSTRUCTION
HEA D SCENIC  
CA RPENTER 
Jeremy Cox
SCENIC CA RPENTER
John Mickle
SCENIC CA RPENTER
Leonard Savgorodny

SCENIC ART
HEA D SCENIC A RTIST
Richard Lawler
SENIOR SCENIC A RTIST
Laurie Tomé

STAGE CREW
HEA D STAGE CA RPENTER 
Steve West
HEA D OF ELECTRICS
Wright Staines
HEA D OF SOUND
Jim Neil
HEA D FLYM A N
Jared Whitty
WIG & WA RDROBE 
MISTRESS
Raz Zemitis

BUSINESS AGENT FOR  
IATSE LOCA L 105
Terry Barker

BOARD OF  
DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT
Susan Nickle
VICE PRESIDENT
Chris Jackman
TREASURER
David Brebner
PAST PRESIDENT
Twee Brown

Richard Bain
Bruce Barran
Walter Georgijev
George Kerhoulas
Ron Koudys
Anita Shah
Dr. Robert Sokol
Tom Tillmann
Kelly Tranquilli
Judy White

GRAND THEATRE 
FOUNDATION  
BOARD
PRESIDENT
Ron Koudys
TREASURER
David Brebner

Twee Brown
Thomas Burnett
Jamie Crich
Dianne Cunningham
Gord Hart
George Kerhoulas
Susan Nickle
Robert Schram
Judy White

CONSULTING PHYSICIA N
Dr. Deborah Koudys

HR CONSULTA NT
Dianne E. Litt

STAFF & BOARD

A Christmas Carol
by ch arles dickens, adapted  
a nd performed by rod beattie  



michelle bouey  
as dorothy in  
the wizard of oz. 

front cover: brenda 
robins as elea nor  
a nd stuart hughes  
as henry ii in the  
lion in winter.

Annual Report designed by 
Punch & Judy Inc.

Photography by Claus Andersen 
except The Colony of Unrequited 
Dreams by Timothy Richard,  
The Daisy Theatre by Alejandro 
Santiago, Vigilante by David 
Cooper and dbphotographics,  
A Christmas Carol by Scott  
Wishart, and the portrait of 
Dennis Garnhum and Deb 
Harvey by David Cooper.


